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mandates of protection over Palestine and Mesopotamia
from which they had swept the Turks with English, Australian
and Indian troops. London "Cockneys" had entered
Jerusalem with Allenby in that last crusade, having gone
further than Richard Coeur de Lion, and with not less courage
than the Norman knights and English bowmen.

So the British Empire stands, intact, after that war which
had challenged its power, and tested its strength to the utter-
most. It stands in the world as a great assembly of free
nations bound together, more strongly than before, by the
remembrance of all that blood and sacrifice in defence of their
life and ideals and common interests.

But it does not stand unchanging or unchangeable. All
those impulses towards self-government which began to stir
in the separate states of the Empire before the war have been
intensified. Ireland, never content under British rule, always
struggling, through tragic history, for liberty and independ-
ence, obtained it at last, after a civil war, horrible in its
methods, and painful in remembrance, by the free gift of the
King and the British Government, and is now the Irish Free
State, on equal terms with the self-governing Dominions.
Australia, Canada and New Zealand, after their immense
service in the war, declare their right to an equal voice with
Great Britain in all Imperial policy. India, stirred by a
violent propaganda against British rule, is no longer content
with the limited share of government allowed to native states-
men and is agitating for a self-governing constitution hardly
suited as yet to her variety of races and religions, and to the
Oriental habits of her peoples.

We are preparing to withdraw from Egypt after more than
forty years of occupation during which we cleansed it of many
corruptions and cruelties and did a great work of irrigation
and development, giving new life to the Egyptian people-
But the Egyptian leaders wish to be free of us for the sake of
self-government, and we have acceded to their passionate
desire, not without misgivings for the people as a whole.